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ALR – Aeronautics and Space 

Agency

Austrian Space Industry and 

Research

BMVIT - Federal Ministry of 

Transport, Innovation and 

Technology



FFG
DIVERSE AND COMPLETE FUNDING and
FINANCING PORTFOLIO UNDER one ROOF
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• Major funding agency at federal level

• Legal structure: private limited company

• Owner: Federal Government, represented by 

 Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology

 Federal Minister of Economy, Family and Youth 
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• Major funding agency at federal level

• Legal structure: private limited company

• Owner: Federal Government, represented by 

 Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology

 Federal Minister of Economy, Family and Youth

• Budget 2014: 500 million €

• Staff 2014: 250 full-time equivalents

• Projects yearly: 3.000 projects involving 

5.500 partners
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What we are doing…

• management of ESA activities

• representation of Austria in relevant 

boards (ESA, EU, EUMETSAT,…)

• Management of Austria‘s participation in 

bilateral and international programmes

AERONAUTICS AND SPACE AGENCY (1/2)



AERONAUTICS AND SPACE AGENCY (2/2)
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• management of the national R&D 

funding programme ASAP   

(Austrian Space Applications

Programme)

• information and network activities

• education and training activities



EU
ESA

EUMETSAT

ASAP

Austrian Space 

Application 

Programme

AUSTRIA‘S ENGAGEMENT IN SPACE
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AUSTRIAN SPACE BUDGET 2016 in Mio.€
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ASAP as a leveraging Programme
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ASAP – Facts

• programme responsibility: BMVIT

• programme management: FFG

• since 2002

• 12 successful tenders

• more than 400 projects  

• ~ 85 M €

• 3 areas

• Space science

• Technology

• Applications

http://www.ffg.at/sites/default/files/downloads/bmvit_bro_asap10_lay11sc.pdf

growing importance of the “Application Area” 

during recent years 
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http://www.ffg.at/asap

Download Center

http://www.ffg.at/asap
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• ESA activities are shaping the sector!

• contribution to ESA as the main 

instrument to realize national ambitions

• international cooperation is key

www.ffg.at

Space as an international endeavour



ESA PROGRAMMES -
POSSIBILITIES FOR COOPERATION

• Science

• Exploration

• Human Space Flight/Micro Gravity

• Earth Observation (including COPERNICUS - GMES)

• Navigation

• Telecommunications

• Integrated Applications Promotion - IAP (ARTES 20)

• Launchers

• Technology DevelopmentSecurity
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FFG REPRESENTS AUSTRIAN INTEREST IN 
ESA PROGRAMME BOARDS

• moderation of Austrian decision making process for

participation in ESA programmes

• programmatic advise for bmvit as regards ESA programme

contribution
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FFG REPRESENTS AUSTRIAN INTEREST IN 
ESA PROGRAMME BOARDS

• moderation of Austrian decision making process for

participation in ESA programmes

• programmatic advise for bmvit as regards ESA programme

contribution

• participation in ESA programme boards and representing the

interest of the Austrian space community within ESA

• monitoring the Austrian ESA industrial return
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AT Participation in ESA Optional Programmes –
CM 2012 
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AT Participation in ESA Optional Programmes –
Thematic Priorities (CM 2008, CM 2012)
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AT Participation in ESA Optional Programmes –
Thematic Priorities (CM 2008, CM 2012, CM 2014)

Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft | Sensengasse 1 | 1090 Wien | www.ffg.at 26

[M€]



AGENDA

Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft | Sensengasse 1 | 1090 Wien | www.ffg.at 27

ASAP2

ESA3

EU4

Austrian Space Industry and 

Research5

Introduction1



EU
FP7 (SST, GMES, Galileo) und 
H2020 (Compet, EO, Galileo)
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AT: submitted versus granted funding 

AT GDP: ~ 2,2%
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Austrian Space Players

• 114 organisations active

• ~ 85 M€ turnover p.a.

• ~ 650 employees

• ~ 1040 Publications p.a.

• ~ 20 Patents p.a.

www.spacetechnology.at

source: BRIMATECH (2011) 
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Key Players in Austria



AAC
Aerospace and Advanced composites GmbH

AAC as Service provider

 AAC is an independent SME (no producer) 

 Prime- and Sub-Contracts to ESTEC (development)

 Bilateral services to Industry (testing)

Qualification testing offered on …

 Components:  Bake-outs / Thermal vacuum / Life tests  (clean room)

 Materials:    kinetic and standard outgassing, “CME”

 Mechanical testing (incl. SCC, Fatigue) from cryo to +2000°C

 Vacuum tribology, cold welding, electrical slip-rings

AAC is partner in development of …

 Solid lubrication (bearings, gears, low temperatures)

 Additive Layer manufacturing (characterisation)

 SCC-resistant hard steels and MMCs

Contact (today):  Andreas.Merstallinger@aac-research.at (+43 664 8251136)

mailto:Andreas.Merstallinger@aac-research.at
mailto:Andreas.Merstallinger@aac-research.at
mailto:Andreas.Merstallinger@aac-research.at


SPACE RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 Radiation hardness tests of EEE components and materials

 Numerical modelling of radiation effects

 Development of radiation detectors

 Space weather – galactic and solar cosmic radiation

Space Sector Forum 2016, Copernicus Science Centre, Warsaw, Poland, March 9, 2016 Contact: office@seibersdorf-laboratoiries.at

SEIBERSDORF LABORATORIES
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RUAG Space Products

 Launcher Fairings 

and Structures

 Adapters and 

Separation Systems

 Dispensers

 Sounding Rocket 

Guidance systems

 Satellite Structures

 Satellite 

Mechanisms

 Slip rings

 MGSE

 Thermal Systems

 Satellite and 

Launcher Computer 

Systems

 Navigation 

Receivers and 

Signal Processing

 Radio Occultation

 Receivers and 

Converters

 Antennas

Satellite 
Communication

Equipment

Digital 
Electronics

Satellite 
Structures & 

Mech. Equipment

Launcher 
Structures & 

Separation Syst. 

│RUAG Space│34

www.ruag.com/space
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